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AUTHORIZING OFFICERS DESIGNATED BY THE SECRETARY OF 
THE AIR FORCE TO TAKE ACTION ON REPORTS OF SURVEY 
AND VOUCHERS PERTAINING TO GOVERNMENT PROPERTY 


SEPTEMBER 25 (legislative day, SepremBerR 19), 1951.—Ordered to be printed 
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INt& from the Committee on Armed Services, submitted the 
on following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 1203] 


ane Committee on Armed Services, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. 1203) to authorize officers designated by the Secretary of the 
Air Paves to take action on reports of survey and vouc hers per- 
taining to Government property, having considered the same, report 
favorably thereon without amendment and recommend that the bill 
do pass. 
PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of this bill is to provide authority to the Department 
of the Air Force to take action on reports of survey and vouchers 
pertaining to the loss, damage, spoilage, unserviceability, or destruc- 
tion of Government property identical with the authority now pro- 
vided to the Department of the Army, 


EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


The Air Force, upon separation from the Army, operated under 
statutes applicable to the Army pursuant to the National Security 
Act of 1947. The statute dealing with the subject matter of this 
bill in effect at separation, was subsequently amended by a provision 
included in the Army Organization Act of 1950, and as amended 
does not apply to the Air Force. The enactment of this bill will 
place the Army and the Air Force on the same basis. 

The Secretary of the Air Force now has the authority to designate 
officers to take action on reports of survey. In any case in which a 
survey board finds that a person or persons are pecuniarily liable, 
the finding has to be approved by the Secretary of the Air Force or 
the Chief of Finance. This bill would amend ‘the above to remove 
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the requirement that either the Secretary or the Chief of Finance 
approved the findings in such cases, and authorize the Secretary to 
designate an officer for this purpose. 

rT. 

The Department of Defense recommends enactment of the pro- 
posed legislation as indicated by the following letter from the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense to the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, 
Washington 25, D. C., January 5, 1951. 
Hon. Sam RaysBurn, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


My Dear Mr. Speaker: There is forwarded herewith a draft of proposed 
legislation to amend the act of October 30, 1941 (55 Stat. 758, ch. 465), as amended. 

This proposed legislation is a part of the Department of Defense legislative 
program for 1951 and it has been approved by the Bureau of the Budget. The 
Department of Defense recommends that it be enacted by the Congress. 

Purpose of the legislation.—The purpose of the proposed legislation is to extend 
to the Secretary of the Air Force the authority to delegate to officers subordinate 
to the Chief of Finance the power to review the findings of a designated officer 
on reports of survey and other vouchers pertaining to the loss, damage, spoilage, 
unserviceability, unsuitability, or destruction of property. It would also limit 
the requirement that there be a review of such findings to cases where a person or 
concern is held pecuniarily liable in an amount in excess of $100. The extension 
of authority by the proposed legislation would enable the Departments of the 
Army and Air Force to deal more economically and efficiently with reports of 
survey and vouchers. At the same time, it would preserve the impersonal and 
disinterested review of findings but would limit the requirement of such review 
to cases involving more than nominal liability. 

Legislative reference.—The authority of the Secretary of the Army to delegate 
the power to review findings to officers subordinate to the Chief of Finance is 
contained in section 402 of the Army Organization Act of 1950. 

Cost and budget data.— Monetary savings to the Government resulting from the 
more efficient utilization of personnel under this proposed amendment to existing 
law would greatly exceed any costs involved. 

Department of Defense action agency.—The Department of the Air Force has 
been designated as the representative of the Department of Defense for this 
legislation. 

Sincerely yours, 
Marx Leva. 
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